






























































IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

AMENDED GENERAL STANDING ORDER FOR ALL ALTON

DOCKETS

Dockets at Alton are scheduled to resume March 2, 2021. Because COVID-
19 continues to be a very real threat and will remain so for the foreseeable future,
the Court amends and republishes its prior Order entered May 20, 2020. The Court
refers readers to Amended General Order Applicable to the DUl Dockets with
Some Provisions Applicable to All Courtroom 103 Dockets and Alton Dockets for
additional relevant information which has application to Alton. The following
provisions will be adhered to on the Alton docket in order to minimize the spread
of the COVID virus:

1

Face masks entirely covering the nose and mouth shall be worn at all
tfimes within the courtroom. No one shall be admitted into the
courtroom without a mask.

Anyone removing a mask while in the courtroom will be instructed to
leave.

Only clerks are permitted in the Deputy Clerk's area. File-stamped
copies of documents shall be disbursed at lobby window or emailed.

No one shall be admitted to chambers without the Judge's permission.

Prior to entering the Courtroom, Attorneys shall check-in with the Deputy
Clerk at the lobby window.

Attorneys shall not form a line, as in the past, to speak with the ASA.
Attorneys shall be called by the ASA in order of check-in.

Attorneys shall not congregate around the bench or counsel tables. To
the extent possible, attorneys shall sit at designated places marked with

blue tape on the courtroom benches while waiting to speak with the
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ASA. If designated places are not available, Attorneys shall maintain a
distance of six feet from each other and from everyone else.

8. No motions shall be heard without the Court's approval prior to the
docket.

9. Attorneys shall not be permitted to use courtroom computers.

10. Attorneys shall negoftiate in good faith with prosecutors prior to the
docket. Lengthy negotiations at the docket are discouraged.

11. Attorneys must advise clients that only the client shall be admitted into
the courtroom. Any person accompanying the client shall remain in
their vehicle. There is no room in the Alton Police Department’s lobby
for non-litigants to sit or wait.

12.Docket calls will begin at 9:00am, 10:30am, 1:00pm and 2:30pm.
Attorneys shall appear only at the call whereupon they have cases set.
The number of litigants admitted into the Courtroom at any one time is
limited to 24 persons. Litigants will be seated six feet apart from each
other with only every other bench being occupied. Blue tape shall
clearly mark designated seating.

13.Doors to the Courtroom will be closed thirty minutes after the call begins
with Security turning away any late arrivals. Litigants arriving late shall
advise the Deputy Clerk at the lobby window in order for an appropriate
order to be entered.

14. Attorneys shall conduct their business expeditiously, have minimum
interaction with others and leave the Courtroom as soon as possible.

PROVISIONS RELATING TO MUNICIPAL INSPECTORS AND ATTORNEYS

A. Only one inspector shall be permitted in the Courtroom at a time.
Inspectors shall continue to remain outside of Courtroom until called by
their Attorney.
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B. Inspectors and municipal attorneys are encouraged to negotiate with
litigants prior to Court appearances. Lengthy in-courtroom
negotiations/discussions are discouraged.

DO NOT COME TO COURT IF YOU ARE FEELING UNWELL, HAVE A FEVER OR FLU-LIKE
SYMPTOMS.

DO NOT COME TO COURT IF YOU ARE AWAITING RESULTS FROM A COVID-19 TEST.

DO NOT COME TO COURT IF YOU HAVE BEEN DIRECTED TO QUARANTINE OR ISOLATE
AT HOME BY ANY HEALTHCARE PROVIDER OR A PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIAL.

DO NOT COME TO COURT IF YOU RESIDE OR HAVE REGULAR CLOSE CONTACT WITH
A PERSON CURRENTLY SUBJECT TO QUARANTINE OR ISOLATION PURSUANT TO THE
DIRECTION OF ANY HEALTHCARE PROVIDER OR PUBLIC OFFICIAL.

The Court appreciates the continuing cooperation from members of the
Bar to ensure that the courtroom remains as safe as possible during the current
public health emergency. This Order is subject to revision, extension or vacation
at any time by the undersigned or the Chief Judge. All previous Orders not
superseded by any provision of this Order remain in full force and effect.

ITIs 50 ORDERED.

Enter: 11 February 2021 Philip B. Alfeld
JUDGE

Raon Slemer
JUDGE
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